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"Wz make no apology for devoting so large
& chare of our space of this issue to the dis-

cussion of the pension question. In the
shape that it has now assumed it demands
the most earnest consideration of every ex-eoldi- er.

Tee number ofpension certificates issued
and signed fymng the week ending April
IS, 1854, were as follows: Original, 881;
increase, 284; re-issu- e, 39; restoration, 21;
duplicate, 51; arrears, 0; accrued pensions,
49; pensions under act of March. 3, 1833,

3; total, L323.
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Sestce appeal and entreaty seem to he
alike powerless to secure from Congress and
the Pension Office the consideration io which
the claims of our ex-soldi- are entitled,
there is no other coarse open hut to " strike
and spare not TVe shall fight it out on
this line, no matter how many summers it
may take. We have enlisted for the war.

It is a pity that the politicians and. news-

papers that contend that all soldiers who
deserve pensions have been already provided
for, cannot be brought face to face with the
misery and suffering which the tardiness of
the Government in settling the pending
pension claims is causing throughout the
land! "What answer can be made to iuch a
letter, for instance, as this from the son of a
veteran, vho sexred three years in the 40th
Ohio:
To the Editor X&TTOSAi TmunxE:

lily lather .is crippled up with rheumatism and
other ailments contracted in tho service, and we
have hcen a very hard winder. Jt Jjas lnscn eo cold,
and my HtUo brothers and sisters liave had to go
barefoot and hcautily dreoeed, and often vre have
all boon hungry for sonicUiing to cat. There are
60 many of us. Father las applied for a pension,
but has not jot it. I am ten and go to school when
I can, but we all try to help all we can, cad some-
times 3 hav to stay out.

LWteTOK, llA. EI31EE E. IUtxut.
Ko wonder Senator Iloar declared that

there are few things in this world more
trsgie&l than the history of these pension 1

cases!

2Tov if ever is the time when onr sub-- 1

Rcribers should make a conceited effort to I

extend Tins Tzrinuxc's circulation to the
Jiighest possible figure. In tho struggle
upon --which we have now entered to compel
the removal of the unjnsfc, unlawful and un-

necessary xcstrlctions which prevent the
jQlowanco of meritorious pension claims, it J

k important that Tin: Tjiibuxe should
jcach the hands of every surviving ex-sol-ii- er,

i rder ot only that everyone maybe
rae&i&tely informed as to the nature of the
isse pending, feat thitfc the united influence

fall say be hraaTat to bear for the acoom-jjifchase- nt

of the reform in the. acmiuieLra--

tion of peusion laws that is so sorely needed.
See to it that every ex-sold- ier who is not al-

ready eullsted in the ranks ofThe Tribune's
anny is mustered forthwith! Subscribers
who receive sample copies should endeavor

obtain at least one new subscription for
each copy sent.

A Delusion and n Snare.
Eleewhere in our columns we print the

text of the "Warner pension bill, which was

rushed through the nusc on 3Ionday last,
together with a synopsis of the brief debate
that was allowed on the measure. Designed

go.d faith.it may be, to facilitate the
adjudication of pension claims and give im-

mediate relief to deserving applicants, this
is, nevertheless, in our judgment, a

delusion and a snare, and should it become
law in its present shape will be productive
the greatest injustice.
In the first place, it makes it a condition

that the claimant to pension under this act
sliali surrender all right to arrears. If he

filed a claim to pension under the
arrears law and elects to prosecute his claim
under this proposed act, it is' provided that

shall only draw peusion from the dale of
such election. Mr. Eogers, of Arkansas,
who advocated its passage, openly declared
that "it takes from all, however meritorious
any pension for any period of time, prior to
making application under the bill." Said
Sir. Warner, of Ohio, who reported the bill :

"They the claimants give up their claims
arrears, and take pensions only from the

date of filing such declaration."
It places the Government in the position
trying to cheat its creditors opt of the

money due them. It amounts to saying to
the soldier: "Wo know that your claim is
meritorious and ought to bo allowed, but
you have not been able as yet to furnish the
proofs required by the Pension Office, and
yon are, therefore, nt our mercy. If you
will give up the arrears of pension due you,
we will abate something of our require-
ments as to proof, and, perhaps, allow yonr
claim to pension from present date ; other-

wise, we will suspend action on your claim
until you do." Was there ever a more
shameful or outrageous proposition!

In the second place, in claims filed since
the expiration of the arrears law, it makes it

condition that the claimant vrho elects to
.prosecute his claim under this bill shall sur-

render his right to pension from the date of
his original application to the date of filing
this last declaration. What justice is there

this?
If the claimant in this class of cases has

any right to pension at all, that right dates
from the filing of his original application,
and to refuse to give him the benefit of this
bill, except upon the condition that he
waives this right, is to take a shameful ad-

vantage of his helplessness. Instead of a
bill to expedite the settlement of pension
claini3, this ought to be entitled "An act to
scale the Government's debts to the soldier ! n

It is downright yepndiation nothing more,
nothing less.

In the third place, this hills fails to make
any provision whatever for the widows and
minor children of those who may die after
being awarded pensions nnder it

But we have been proceeding under the
assumption, so far, that the bill really doe3
afford some relief, and have only set forth
the injustice and unreasonableness of the
conditionsunderwhich claimants are allowed
to take advantage of it Is that assumption
really justified by the terms of the bill?
Does it really provide for any abatement in
the amount of evidence required to estab-

lish tx claim ? Let us examine the language
of the bilL What is the applicant required
to prove?

1st that he is now disabled. To deter-

mine this fact he must go before a board
of examining surgeons as now.

2d. That his disability is not tha result of
his own misconduct or had habit3 or other
known cause occurring since his discharge,
and that itprobably was incurred in the line
of duty. This is in the nature of negative
testimony themostdifficultof all to furnish.

Finally, he is required to make "duo proof
of the facts, under such regulations as may
be prescribed by the proper authority,"
and that' proper authority the Cotumis-son- er

of Pensions is to be the judge
of whether this proof affords probable
cause lo believe that his disability origi-

nated in line of duty. In "what respect
do these requirements differ from those pro
scribed by existing law? As Representative 1

Browne justly remarked, the difference is
simply that while nnder the old law the
claimant vras entitled to a pension even if
he served but a day or week, if he incurred
disability, under the proposed law he must
have served three months! If the proposed
law waives anything in favor of the claimant,
it is only such requirements as under exist-
ing law ought not to be exacted by the Pen-

sion Office. It merely gives the soldier the
benefit of the doubt, to Tvhich ho entitled
under the present law, and of which he
should never have been deprived.

The fact is that tho only positive merit in
this biilis contained in theprovision ofthelasfc

section that the fact that a claimant servett
three months shall he regarded as prima-fac- te

evidence of his soundness at date of
enlistment, and this, not because it is new
legislation, but bbcause it is declaratory as
to how the Commissionerof Pensions should
construe the present law.

To sum it all up, this bill is a delusion and
a snare. Tho reliefv;hich il pretends to af
ford is intangible, the sacrifice which it im--
poses upon those who, by reason of their
poverty, may be driven to apply for pension
nnder it, monstrous and cruel. Our er-sol-di- ers

have asktdfor bread, and Congress has
given them a stone.

What willyou doahoutit, comrades? The
bill is now before the Senate, and whatever
ia done lo secure it modification must be
done at once. It is our own judgment that

pIsS8s ?ni??p' ?t;

THE NATIONAL TRIBTOE:

the pension committee of the Grand Army, up
whose recommendations have been thus
deliberately disregarded in the enactment
of thi3 measure, should be immediately con-

vened
of

at the capital "to remonstrate against by
its passage, and that every ex-soldi- whether
a comrade of the Grand Army or not, should
at once by letter to his Senators and Repre-

sentatives
of

enter his xrotest against the con-

summation of this great wrong

Tho Pension Trago dy.
There are few things in this world moro tragical

than the history of these pension cases. There is
not any tragedy which can be put upon the stage
which ought to move the feelings of right-minde- d

man, and especially of an American legislator. like
the stories which come to us, day after day, and
week after week, and month after month, and year
after year, of tho hope deferred, of the poverty, tho
sorrow, the agony of these men and the widows
and orphans of the men who have given their life it
and health and strength and the best part of their of
manhood to the safety of tho country. We have
done something to relieve this pressure in the
Pension Oluce, but it still continues, and it is re-

proach
of

uud disgrace to American legislation and
American administration that it does continue.
Senator Iloar, of Massachusetts. in

The expression is none too strong. It is, of
indeed, a reproach and disgrace thatnineteen
years after the war there shduld still be
pending in the Pension Office 24-1,50- 5 origi-

nal claims to pension without any prospect
of their immediate adjustment, and it is
high time that the cause of this delay were
definitely ascertained and effective measures
taken for its removal. Let us see, if by
eliminating from consideration the causes

which are clearly insufficient to account for as
such a state of things, we cannot arrive at
the true cause of this delay.

In the first place, it must be admitted,
that this delay is not in any sense due to
the lack of funds to settle these pending
claims. Of the snm appropriated for pen-

sions during the present fiscal year, amount-

ing to $126,000,000, the Commissioner of
Pensions estimates that SG6.000.000, or more is
than one-ha- lf of the total, will remain unex-

pended at the close of the year, showing
clearly that allowances of double the value
of those actually made could have been
paid, had he granted them.

In the second place, this delay cannot be
attributed to the Lick of clerical force in the
Pension Office, since Congress authorized
the employment of all the additional clerks
that the Commissioner demanded, and the
latter has since then indicated that he has
now more than he actually needs.

In the third place, this delay cannot ho
due to the failure of the Pension Office to
consider the claims pending before it, for
the Commissioner reports that the office is
fully up with it3 vrork, having reached a
point, as he says, when nothing further can

be done in about 235,000 claims, out of a
total of about 244,000 pending, until the
claimants produce the "requisite" evidence
called for, or reports called for have been
received from the Departments or witnesses,
or a special examination has been had at
claimant's home. Indeed, the Commissioner
specifically declares that the responsibility
for delay, save only in the 14,500 cases in
the hands of special examiners, is, therefore,
shifted from the Pension Office to the claim-

ants, who are in default for evidence. In my
judgment, the force, therefore, may be con-

siderably reduced at the end of the fiscal

year, July 1,1834."
But if this delay in the 244,000 claims

pending before the Pension Office is not due
(1st) to the lack of funds wherewith to pay
them, or (2d) to the lack of sufficient clerks
to pass upon them, or (3d) to the failure of
these clerks to give them proper considera-

tion, what does it result from? Commis-

sioner Dudley asserts in the most positive
way that it is solely the consequence of the
failure of the claimants to furnish the "re
quisite" evidence to establish their claims;
but we submit that his conclusion is only
justified by the supposition that thercquire-ment-s

of the Pension Office in regard to
evidence are reasonable and do not exact
impossibilities from the claimant If they
are not in accord --with the spirit and intent
of the pension laws, but are so contrived as
to impede rather than facilitate the deter-

mination of meritorious claims, then most
assuredly tits responsibility rests with the
Pension Office and not with the claimants.
What are the facts as to that? Are the
exactions of the Pension Office as to evidence
just and reasonable, or are they iu the nature
of arbitrary rulings, without warrant in law
aud owing their origin to the mean and
contemptible suspicion entertained by the
former Commissioner (Bentley) of the genu-

ineness of all claims to pension?
Let our readers examine the reports of

the House Committee on Invalid Pensions
in regard io private pension bills, which we
print in another column, and judge for
themselves! They cannot fail to perceive
that it is not because of any lack of merit
in these claims, or insufficiency of reason-abl- e

proof, that they are rejected by the
Pension Office, but solely because of the in-

disposition of the latter to accept any evi-

dence a3 conclusive, that docs not completely
satisfy its own technical requirements.
What severer commentary could be made
on the coarse puisued.by the Pension Office

than is contained in these reports, which
show that the evidence which failed to con-

vince the pension examiners that the
claims in question ought to be allowed,
was, in the judgment of a committee
of Congress, sufficient to warrant their
payment without question. Well may our
veterans demand to know why it is that the
Pension Office does not accept asconclusive'
the evidence which, upon an impartial ex-

amination, appears to inemlei of Congress
to be abnr.danfly ample to jdstify it in al-

lowing claims! And well, too, may the
thougbt excite alarm and o.OLj'iteruation that
it is in this same narrow and illiberal spirit

this shameful misconstruction of the in-

tent and meaning of the pension laws that
the 244,000 claira3 thai nro still awaiting
action will be considered and passed upon
by the pension examiners when, they come
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before them for adjudication! What
ground is there.Jor nppe that these deferred
claims will ever be allowed if the purpose

the pensionalaws is to be thus thwarted
the enforceinent, of arbitrary require-men- ts

which these laws neither contem-

plate nor sanction?" Representative Hart,
Ohio, hit the nail on the head when he

said, in tho course of his remarks on the
pension appropriation bill in the House, on

the 11th inst., that hci had "at times been im-press- ed

with the idea that in the examina-

tion of cases their the officers of tho Pen-

sion Bnreau subordinates are too much in-

clined to presume everythingngainstuaoldier
and against tho integrity of his claim, and
they search for grounds upon wJiich to reject

They arc not liberal in the construction
the rules of evidence. Many claims of

high merit are sacrificed to the application
narrow and technical rules. These pen-

sion laws should at all times be administorcd
a broad and liberal spirit, and in full view
the purposes to be accomplished." A

significant illustration of this application of
narrow and technical rules was brought to
our notice, the other day, in the shape of a
letter from the Commissioner, requiring an
applicantfor apensipn, who was discharged
from the service on account of disease of the
lung3, the result of a severe attack of the
measles contracted during his service, to

furnish the names of such of his relatives
had ever suffered from lung disease. Was

there ever a more preposterous demand?
But there is no occasion to prodnce

further examples of the unreasonableness
of the Pension Office rulings. That un-

reasonableness is notorious, and it is the real
and all-suffici- reason for the present
delay in the settlement of the mass of pend-

ing pension claims. To put an end to it, it
only necessary that the Commissioner and

his subordinates should construe the pension
laws in the broad and liberal spirit that they
were intended to bo construed. The laws
themselves are equitable and just; it is be-

cause their administration is impeded by ar-

bitrary rulings, for which they afford no war-

rant, and which it requires no act of Con-

gress to abolish, that so many applicants for
pensions cannot secure action on their claims.

We impute no blame to Congress for this
miscarriage of justice. In section 4692 of
the Revised Statutes it has afforded all the
latitude to the soldier as to tho manner in
which he shalt'estalish his claim that, is
necessary, namely, that he shall make " due
proof" of the fact that he was disabled in
line of duty " according to such forms and
regulations as may be provided in pursuance

of law," and if these forms and regulations
contravene the purpose of the law and are
irreconcilable with its spirit, it is tho fault
of those who are charged with their formula-tio-n

and execution. Congress has cheerfully
and promptly voted all the money demanded
by the Commissioner, not only for the pay-

ment of claims, but for the employment of
such clerical force ashe deemed necessary to
the speedy settlement of the business of. bis
office ; yet the humiliating fact stares us in
the face that there" are still 244,000 appli-

cants for pension awaiting the adjudication
of their claims.

We sincerely regret that it should be
necessary to call publio attention to such a
state of things. Our readers will bear us
witness that from the beginning of Com-

missioner Dudley's administration we have
expressed the most absolute confidence in
his purpose to do full justice to our ex-soldi-

in the adjudication of their claims and
have most earnestly supported his demands
upon Congress for the appropriations neces-

sary to the payment of the.e claims as well
as the employment of such additional cleri-

cal force as he saw fit to call for. We have
never questioned the integrity of his'motives
or those of his subordinates, among whom
we know there are many men who possess

the highest qualifications for the duties
required of them, and whose sympathies are
all with the soldier, and we do not now
impugn them. But when we remember
what the Commissioner set out to accom-

plish three years ago, and compare it with
the results actually achieved, it is impos-

sible to avoid tho conclusion that there is
something radically wrong in the policy of
his administration. That "something," as
we have already pointed out, is his insist-
ence on technical 'rules which, as he has
himself admitted, frequently compel the
rejection of meritorious claims, and which
it is clearly within his authority since
they are not prescribed by the statutes to
abrogate or modify; and we feel, therefore,
that he owes it to himself, as well as to the
vii'timsj)f the delay which the en'foicement
of these technical rules occasions, to exercise
tho right which he undoubtedly possesses of
doing away at once and forever with every
technical requirement that i3 not absolutely
csseutial to the- - mailing of "due proof" in
pension claims , and that is not in accord
with the real 'spirit and meaning of the
pension laws, arid so put an end at last to
the pension tragedy !

COMitADBWiiiHtT,I whose letter defend.
iug the action of thotru&lee3 of the Iowa J

Agricultural College in appointing an
capjaiajio the cbair of military

science and tactics, will bo found in another
column, is very .much mistaken if he thinks
The TfiinuKt; is n'&t disposed to give the
Con federate soldier a " fair deal." There was
nothing iu the editorial to which our
cui respondent refers to warrant his hasty
conclusion that Tiik TuiiirxJE is in favor of
ostracism of any description whatever. We
entertain none hut the kindest feelings for
those survivors of thy lost cause, who, con-

tentedly accepting the issue of events, have
joined hands with the people of the North
in building up the prosperity of the Nation,
and we rejoice to know that the State of
Iowa contains someucb, but when it cornea

to choosing between an Union auda Confed- -

I erato soldier in filling such positions as that

in question, we are in favor of discrimina-fin- g

every time in favor of the former. No
more than our correspondent are we afraid
of tho "ghost of the Confederacy " but we

hold that such honors and such places of
trust as it is within the power of Govern-

ment and people to bestow should be con-

ferred upon the men who risked their lives
to preserve that liberty of which Comrade
Wright is so justly proud, rather than npon
those, however much they may now regret
it, who sought to overthrow the Union. To

the latter we owe nothing; to the former
everything.

It will bo seen, by reference to another
column, that the bill to establish a Veter-
ans' Home beyond the Mississippi, which
was so strongly urged upon the considera-
tion of Congress by the special committee
appointed at the last National Encampment
of the Grand Army, in tho eloquent memo-

rial which wc printed some weeks ago, has
at last passed the Senate, and will, doubt-

less, soon be called up for action in the
House. The amendments to the bill, pro-

posed by Senator Miller, of California, and
Senator Concur, of Michigan, and subse
quently adopted, do not interfere, at all with
the original purpose of the measure, but, ou

the contrary, look to the still further ex-

tension of the system of military homes
which the necessities of our rs and
sailors make it obligatory upon the Gov-

ernment to maintain. A3 has been already
explained in these columns, the completion
and opening of the Veterans' Home, which
our California comrades, aided slightly by
the State Legislature, undertook to estab-

lish, has been delayed on account of the
lack of funds, and although they are mak-

ing a most praiseworthy effort to raise the
money that is still needed, and, as we learn
from Department Commander Davis, the
home has at last been formally opened, it is

evident that the burden of properly equip-

ping and maintaining it is greater than pri-

vate charity can bear. The inquiry pro-

posed by Senator Miller is, therefore, timely,
and we trust the report to bo made, as a
result thereof, will be such as to convince
Congress that our veterans of the Pacific
Coast ought to share in tho benefits afforded
by the system of home3 established in the
East. They have done what they could to
care for their disabled and impoverished
comrades, and it i3 time that the Govern-

ment lent them a helping hand. So, too, in
the case of Michigan, there is a real neces-

sity for the establishment of a home for the
accommodation of her sick and helpless
braves, and good reasons why, if the Gov-

ernment has the lands and buildings lying
idle, they should be put to such a noble use.

THE MAGAZINES.
One of tho features of the Century for May is

a picturesque description of General Howard's
campaign apainst the Nez-Perce- s. by Lieuten-
ant C. E. S. Wood, and a fine portrait of their
distinguished warrior, Chief Joseph, forms tho
frontispiece of the number. The opening arti-
cle is a profusely ilhtstra ted paper on "The
Salem ofHawthorne," by his son, tho novelist,
written in a very pleasant and happy vein.
Mm. Schuyler Van Rensselaer contributes an
interesting paper also illustrated) oh "Recent
Architecture in America," Mr. n gives
us another installment of the "Cruise of the
Alice May," with some vigorous sketches of tho
sceucry along the west Newfoundland coa3t,
and Dr. Charles Waldstein writes of an impor-
tant archaeological discovery that ho has re-
cently made. In the shape of essay, there is
another paper by John Burroughs, full of de-
lightful iaueiesand reminiscences of days a-fi-

in the British Isles, some original and decidedly
instructive reflections by "H. H." on the Mor-
mon problem, aud a cleverlittle satire by Frank
Stockton on the "Training ot Parents." James
begins another, of his "international " novels
Lady Barbarina in this number, the climax of
Grant's story, "An Average Man," is reached,
aud there ia a bright little sketch, entitled
"Jtose aiartcier. " ur. Sevier" grows J

more and more interesting as tho story devel-
ops. The departments are very attractive this
month, and verse is both abundant and delioi-ou- s.

Mr. Gilder's letter to John Burroughs is
particularly captivating.

It is not often that in tlio midst of snch grave
discussions as generally comprise the contents
of the North American Eevi&o we find a paper so
full of poetic fancy as that contributed to the
May number of this excellent periodical by
Helen .Kundrick Johnson, aud entitled "The
Meaning of Song." It is a sort of oasis in a
desert, sweet and restful to the reader after his
encounter with such giauts of controversy as j

disport themselves in preceding pages. An-

other exceedingly interesting article is that by
Pro t. Henry. Osborne, on "illusions of Mem-
ory," in which the phenomena of ' double con-
sciousness" are very thoroughly discussed.
Add to these Justice Stroug's paper on the
defects in our naturalization laws, Edwin
P.Whipple's essay on Matthew Arnold, Prof.
Proctor's discourse on "A Zone of Worlds," Mr.
Gerritt Lansing's discussion of the relations of
the railway and the State, and the symposium
on "Workingnien's Grievances," by William
Goodwin Moody and Prof. J. L. Laughliu. and
it will be seen that this number is rich in
mental pabulum.

The opeuing paper of IAppincott's for May is
an entertaining description of the hill suburbs
of Cincinnati, profusely illustrated. The text
is bright and clever and the drawings unusu-
ally Cue. There h also a capital account of a
trip along the Columbia River and Puget's
Sound, while Horaco Lunt contributes a de-

lightful little essay on "A Day in Early
Spring." The second half of Prof. Allen's ac-
count of " How the Eoniau Spent the Year " is
fully as attractive as the first, ami tho narra-
tive of a journey from Berber to Suakin, taken
from tho diaiy of the last English officer who
prior to El Mahdi's revolt crossed the Soudan,
will be found of special interest at tho present
juncture. Tho third part of Mr. Baylor's story

"The Perfect Treasure" is given in this
number. There is a quaint Virginia love story,
byLina Ret! wood Fairfax, entitled "Retalia-
tion," as also one of decided humor by M. R.
Francis, entitled "The Rev. Nahura." The
poetry is scarcely of as fine a quality S3 usual.

One of tho brightest, handsomest and most
interesting journals on our exchange list is the
San Francisco aud Oakland Illustrated Mirror,
which ip devoted to the, interests of the Grand
Army and various bcuevolcnt d secret orders.
In a recent ib published a number of
splendid lithographic portraits of leading com-

rades of the Grand Army in the Department of
California, as' also r. (iougressional portrait

the Hketmsses in nearly every case being
remarkably accurate. Tho Mirror well deserves
the great success which it lias achieved on the
Goist.

The. Arkwright Ctnb at its meeting in Boston
ou the 10th iu3t.di5cnssed theprusentcondition
of tho cotton market, ami it was voted that a
reduction in the production of cotton goods ia
necessary, it wus also "voted to reduce tho
workiug hours 10 per cent, during May and
Juue, provided nil tho mills agree to the prop-
osition. This is ejjuivoleut to a reduction of
one-sixt- h o? the production of cotton goods.

King &,Co., of OwegOj N. Yn manufacture
hand-made-harn- es on a large scale and sell at
very low prices direct to fanners and others.
With their good mutoriai and excellent work
they produce a hanica? which, will outlast

I eeveral of machine manntactur.

THE WARNER BILL

Rushed Through the House Almost

Without Discussion.

Iu tho House of Representatives, on Monday
last, Mr. Warner (O.) in pursuauco of instruc-
tions from the Comnritteo on Paymeufc of Pen-

sions, Bounty and Back ray, moved to sus-

pend tho rules and pass tho following bill H.
R. fi535j and amendment:

lie it enacted by the ScnaU and House of Jieprctcnla-iir- ef

of Uio United Slutes of America in C&ngresx
That every person specified in the several

cIksscs enumerated in tho pension law of tho
United States, who served in the Held in the mili-
tary or naval service, in any war in which the
United States has been engaged, for a period of
thrcu months or more, and lia-sa-

n honorable dis-
charge, and is not receiving a pension, or a greater
pension than that provided for herein, but who. by
reason of any wound, injury, or disease whioh
there is probable cause to believe originated in
said serviec in line of duly, and not the result of
his own misconduct or had habits, or other known
cause occurring sincesuch service, is now dixnhled,
in whole or in part, for procuring hLs sub-Uten- co

by manual labor, shall, upon making duo proof of
the facts, under such regulations as mny be pre-
scribed by tho proper authority, not inooa-daten- t

with the provisious of this act. be placed upon the
Hat of pensioners of the United States, and be en-
titled to receive a pension, during the continuance
of such disability, at a rate proportionate to tho
degree thereof: the true physical condition of the
claimant to be ascertained and eertilicd as provided
by law upon examination by a competent board of
surgeons duly appointed ; such pension to com-
mence at the date of filing the application
therefor. And any person who lias filed, or
may hereafter file an application for a pen-
sion under the act of July M, 1C2. and acta
amendatory thereto, or under any act entitling
him to arrears, may. by a declaration over his own
signature, attested before any officer duly author-
ized to administer oatlis for general purposes,
elect to prosecute his said claim under this act.
which election shall be final; and in such cate hta
pension, if allowed, shall begin from the date of
filing such declaration of election.

Sec. 2. That in considering theclaims of depend-
ent parents the fact and cause of death, and the
fact that the soldier left no widow or minor chil-
dren, having been shown as required by law, it
shall be necessary only to show by competent and
sufficient evidence timt such parent or parents are
without other present means of support than their
own manual labor, or the contributions of others
not legally bound for their support.

Sec. 3. That in all applications under the general
laws, including this act. where it appears

y record evidence that the applicant was regu-
larly enlisted and mustered into the service, and
served for a period of three months or more, that
fact shall be sufficient prima facie evidence that he
was then In good health and free from the disease
or ean'-- of disability for which he claims a pen-
sion ; but such evidence shall be subject to rebuttal
by record or other positive evidence of the prior
existence of such disease or cause of disability.

The amendment proposed by tho committee
was read, as follows:

Add to the bill the following:
"Prorfdcc, That no agent, attorney, or other per-

son shall demand or receive any fee for his services
in any pension claim arising nnder this act, until
the payment of the pension, not exceeding 10 in
amount."

Under the rules thirty minutes weTe allowed
for debate fifteen minutes only to each side
and Mr. Warner proceeded to explain the ob-

jects of the bill:
Mr. WARNER (Ohio.) In tho preparation

ot tnis niu tua committee na3 Kept m
view two things: First, the just rights
of the soldier; secondly, the necessity of
adhering to a line of safe and consistent
public policy a policy consistent on the
one hand with the obligations of the Govern-
ment to its defenders, and ou the other a policy
safe to be followed as a precedent ia any tuture
war. The bill may nou go as far as many may
deaire or think we ought to go in our legisla-
tion, while others will doubtless think it goes
much too far; but it is believed that on a care-
ful examination of all its provisions it will be
found to bo a sullicieut remedy for the evils
complained of in the workings of the present
laws, aud at the same time to be so guarded
that only those justly entitled to pensions can
obtain them under this act. It allows pensions
for disability only, but recognizes the principle
that disability incurred in the service in line
of duty entitles the soldier to a pension as a.
right. With this principle in view the com-
mittee decided that it would not report favor-
ably a measure granting pensions for any other
cause than disability disability incurred in
the military servico in the line of duty.

But; it is a well-know- n fact that there area
large number of soldiers scattered over the
country who are suffering under various de-
grees of disability believed to have originated
in the service who are unable to procure the
pensions due them from the Government, due
them as a right, due them as compensation for
disability, because now, twenty years after the
war, they are unable to furnish the evidence
required by the Department under existing
law. They have become separated from their
comrades, surgeons whose evidence f3 required
are dead, officers- - are ont of reach, hospital rec-
ords are missing. The evidence required is
not accessible. Yet the fact of their disability
is known to their neighbors and frieuds, and
oiten they were among the beat soldiers, but
perhaps uniortunate now in not having a hos-
pital record. There is, therefore, loud com-

plaint, and Congress is petitioned daily, as
every member knows, for some measure of re-

lief. "Why can not this man," it is asked
every day, " who is disabled, and we believe
disabled in tho service, aud who was a good
soldier, obtain his pension?"

Now, the principal object of this bill is to
cure thi3 evil. Its purpose, therefore, is rather
to relax tho rules of evidence than anything
ds&. It does not take away from any soldier
any existing right- - he may have. It takes in 110

new classes. It does not extend the pro visions
of the peusion laws in any' direction. That is
not its purpose. But, as 1 have said, it relaxes
the rules in regard to the evidence required to
establish a claim. And the committee has
thought that pensions under this act should
not include arrears, but should date only lrom.
the filing of the claim. The bill provides also
that any claimant who is unable to furnish the
proof required to establish his right to a pen-

sion under the arrears act-- may elect to prose-
cute his claim under this act and receive a
peusion if now disabled from the dato of filing
such a declaration of election. There are now
oil file some lc3,000 claims forinvalidpeuaions.
Over 1U0.0G0 of these, if the requisite proof
could be furnished, would carry arrears. This
bill, I say, gives to these claimant? the right
to elect to prosecute their claims under this
act; aud In that case they give up their claims
for arrears aud take pensions only from tho
date of filing such declaration. Yet, Mr.
Warner says above, that "It does not takeaway
from auy soldier any existing right he may
have." En.l

The result of this, of course, will be to add
to tho number of pensioners; but instead of
giving peusions with large arrears to a com-
paratively small number, it will give pensions
to a greater number who aro now suffering
from actual disabilitv and in present need.

Mr. WULFORD (Ky.) If the claim is just,
if the applicaut is entitled to a pension, why
should he not, like other soldiers, have a pen-
sion with arrears?

Mr. WARNER (Ohio.) Where a claimant
can prove that the disability under which ho
suffers originated in the service at a given time
and under given circumstances, and that it has
continued as a permanent disability from that
date to the present time, he is eutitled under
existing law to arrears if he filed his claim in
time, and this bill does not take away that
right.

But where we give him the benefit of pre-
sumption in some degree in his favor and do
not require the same positive proot required
under the arrears act, it is believed ws are go-

ing quite as far as public policy would dictate
when we graut him a peusion from tho data of
his application.

Mr. ROGERS (Ark.) It wRl bo
observed tho leading idea upon which the pen-
sion laws have proceeded heretofore, namely,
that tile disability was in tho service,
is not eliminated from this bill, but carefully
preserved in it. No soldier is entitled io a pen-
sion under this bill who did not become entitled to
it by reason of disability incurred in service m the
field. Then, why not eu tilled under existing
pension laws? En.J

The first paragraph of the first sectaonim-pl- y

relaxes tharnlesof evidence on thkt sub-

ject It provides substantially that the soldier
who incurred a disability in tha service, but
who has failed to make proof in support of his
claim, underthe rules of tho Pension Office ia
entitled to a pension on showing what? First,
that he served three months or mora in tha
field and was honorably discharged. Second,
that by reason of wound, injury, 'or disca?a ho
is now disabled. Third, that prima facie vuch
wound, injury, or disease has not reiulted from
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his own misconduct or bad habits or front satother known eani-e-; and if he show theau dicta
and it appear front the nature of tho woim .,
Injury, or diaeaso that the disability prohnbly
originated in the service, ho shult be put bu
tho pension-roll- s. This bill will fa-

cilitate the das of cases I have mentioned ta
pending in the Peusion OUioe. But, on tho
other hand, the second paravrayn of tho first
section limits the first paragraph in thw,
namely, that only thoso shall havo the btnerlt
of this act who apply for It; and if they apply
under it, which they may do by so noting ui
thtar application, thun the; pension dates front
tho filing of the application uttdttr this act. So
that if now and then it fueiiitnlotf the granting
of an unmorttonons claim, at all events it ?m
to a soldier, and to one now sodbabk! as to ba
unable to earn support by manual labor. In
addition to this, it takes from alt, howter uteri-lorim-ts,

any pmunon far any period of tttHttprier to
making appHaaHen ttmtar tfe 511. And yc Gen-
eral Warner says no claimant parts with any
right. Ed.

Mr. Speaker, I am aware tbnfc ray tfme u
about up. I rapret I could net have the Cituo
to do eithor thu bill or myself jttatfee. I bear
testimouy to the earmatnaas and fabor tho
committee gavo the bill tit th hope cfcat it
might meet the approbation of this body, and
to some extent the demands of the soWir ele-
ment of the country which clamor for a relax-
ation of the iron rule of evidence borotefera
obtaining in the Pension Oifica. Why does
not Commissioner Dudley himself rehvc thera?
Thoy are not prescribed by &sittig hiw. En.l

Mr. BROWN (Pa.) Mr. Speaker, I simply
rise to enter my protest against that portion of
this bill which follows the word "therefor" in
line 23 of the first section.

This bill w in the main correct, and I shall
vote for it even as it is; but I protest against
so important a measure, being pressed to its
passage without the privilege being accorded
members of amending its manifest errws. If
tho soldier is to recuive any advantage from
this act he must waive rights secured to htm
under the present law. In other words, iu
order to secure that which will relieve present
poverty and distress, he must abandon hia
right to arrears of pension. We have befla
told from day to day that tho committee,
whose chairman Mr. Warner has just spoken,
were to bring out a bill affording the relief so
plainly demanded by the country's defenders.
I submit, sir, if they do not signally fail?
True, theygive,but they withhold also ; indeed,
in some things they take back from the soldier
that which he already hath. It is an ungra-
cious proceeding, and unworthy men now
enjoying the heritage perpetuated by tha blood
and suffering: of these pensioners. It b a
question whether they would not be more in-
jured than benefited by this bill. In the hope,
however, that the Senate will properly ampud,
I give it my vote,

9
Mr. LAIRD (Neb.) I wish to emphasize tha

objection of the gentleman from Pennsylvania
Mr. Brown to so much of the first section of

the bill as he called attention to, and to say
that tha gentlemen of this committee hava
shown to the soldier that mercy which requires
him to reliovea supposedly honest claim against
this Government for more money, namely, hia
claim for arrears, than he can receive during a
lifetime of reward under the provisions of tha
act. It is the same kind of mercy to tha ex-sold- ier

of th 13 country that this Government
showed to those who were dying; in Anderson'
ville under its policy; and the committee re-
fuses to report a bill to recognise the services
and the sufferings of those men ia tha death-hol- es

of the South.
There is anotherobjection to th8 bill. Ifyo

seek to put it in the way of thesa men to re-
ceive their rights you ought to add this sort of
a section that in all cases where the applicant
for a pension is shown to have rendered three
months service or more in the field all injuries
sustained by him when in the service shall be
presumed to be received by him iu the line of
duty, and the burden, of the proof to the con-
trary shall ba on the Governments. You have
made a provision under whieh the Pensioa
Office to-d- ay are refusing pensions to thousands
of men who justly deserved them; the pro-
vision, namely, that they must establish their
soundness on their entry into the service; and
yon are refusing to adopt the other provision
that they shall be assumed to hava received
their injuries in the line of duty if they are
shown to have rendered three months' active

BEOWNE (Ind). The objection I have
to this bill 13 that it restricts rather than en-
larges tho penslon-rol- k The first section pro-
vides that if it shall appear probable that the
applicant received the disability in tha mili-
tary service, it shall be the duty of the Com-
missioner of Pension to put him oa the pen-
sion roU. Why, sir, if I understand the law
that 13 the rule now. If from the evidence ifc
appears frobabls, if the weight of the evidence
is that he has incurred a disability in the mili-
tary service, it is the duty of tha Commissioner
to put the applicant on the pension roU. But;
this restricts it in this, that ha shall not only
provo that he ha3 incurred tha disability in tho
military servica of the United States, but ho
shall also show that he served three months
bclore he is entitled to the pension.

Mr. WARNER .Ohio. It is a matter of
record.

3Ir. BEOWNE and). Yes, sir. But now if
he were to serve bnt a day and he sfiow3by tha
evidence it is probable he has incurred thedisa-bilit- y

in the service, he i3 entitled to a pension.
Mr. WARNER (Ohio;. This does not take

away any right.
Mr. BROWNE (Ind). I say the present pen-

sioa law simply requires the applicant to show
by a preponderance of evidence the probability
that he has incurred the disability in tha field,
and he is entitled to a pension, though he may
have served but a day or a week. But this
bill requires before he shall be pensioned for
disability incurred in tha servica that be must
have had an honorable servica for at least threa
months.

The time for debate expired before any fur-

ther objections to the bill could be considered,
aud Mr. Matson (Ind.) proposed the following-amendmen- t

to the first section :
And the rate fortotal ditability under thisscctloa

shall be M per month, winch cTcuuIe divisible ia
proportion to the degrt-- e of disability; and no ac-
count shall be taken of rank iu the service ia grant-
ing pensions under this section.

Tho Speaker then put the question to sus-

pend the rules and pass the bill with the amend-
ments read, and upon a vote being taken thera
was ayes 111, noes 41, and in tho passage of th
bill itself, ayes 165, nays 57, not voting 100,

The Eecord of the 1131a Ohio.

To the Editor Natioxat. TBimnrer
Will you please Inform me what corps, di-

vision, brigade and army tho 115th Ohio in-

fantry belonged to, and oblige ona of tha
forgetful? S. S. Fox.

Beadlet, Mich.
The 115th Ohio, although a well-drill- ed

regiment and under good discipline, was at no
timo dnring the war brgadeu with other troops.
It was mustertd into thest-rvie-a ic September,
1S82, during the Confederate occupation of
Kentucky, when the regiment was at once di-

vided, five companies being stationed at Camp
Ch:i3e, under Lieutenant-Colon- el Boone, and
five at Cincinnati, under Colonel J. A. Lacy.
In November, 18o2, he ve companies at Cam?
Chose were taken to Maysville. Ky.. by CoIonal
Lacy, whence they removed to Covington, Ky,
where they remained on provost duty until
October, 1S63. At that time they were ordered
to Murfrcesboro, Tenn., where a part of the regi-

ment was mouuted and performed good servica
in hunting down guerrilla bands in. Middla
Tennessee. Tho regiment performed garrisoa
duty at Murfrcesboro, Tccnu, and guard dnty
in block house? along the-- line of the Nashviila
cud Chattanooga Bailroad until June, 1385,
when it was mnstered out of service. Although
engaged in many desperate fights, the llutk
never participated In any of the great battles
of the war. A battalion of this regiment,, cap-

tured in block houses Nos. 1, 3 and 4 ia Decera-b.-- T,

1S&1, having been paroled,, were on board
tho steamer Sultana, which exploded in tha
Mississippi River, at whieh time three officers
and eighty enlisted men of the regiment wsi
drowned. Ed.

The Royal Family Glue, manufactured by J,
U. O'Mcara &. Co., of Washington, D. Cr la oa
of the best articles known for mending btokaa
china, wood, or glassware. The firm, is ou
of the oldest and mot responsible in Waaa-ingto-n,

andin every way worthy of tho coai-den- co

of tho public

Mrs. Nellie Grant Sartoria, daughter of Gen-

eral Grant, arrived in New York oa the 19tk
inst. from Loudon.

tYafch received. I like it very mBh, It fa a
thoroughly reliable tiiac-kecpe- r. Tohi tetre tat
the Watcjbury. Iowa.


